
 

 
 

Keith Fletcher Memorial Access to HE Prizes, 
for students on courses in 2019-2020 

 
 
1. Introduction 
  
Keith Fletcher worked for many years in the South West of England within its successive 
AVAs and was a great supporter and enthusiast of Access to HE. In memory of Keith’s 
commitment to Access, several AVAs agreed to award prizes for Access students drawn from 
across the regions for 2010-11 and after a successful presentation event in London; it was 
decided to develop this as an annual presentation. The prize is now supported by all AVAs 
across England and Wales. 
 
Participating AVA regions are invited to nominate Access students on courses in the current 
academic year (ie 2019-20) for the two prize categories as outlined below. Information about 
the winners and runners up will form part of our collective activities to promote the Access to 
HE Diploma both regionally and nationally.  
 
All prize winners in the academic year (2018-2019) received their prize money direct into their 
bank accounts; we will be forwarding framed certificates by the end of August. We are asking 
AVAs to contact their providers for nominations for this year’s awards. 
 
Nominations should be sent to Georgia Smith, Access Communications Officer at Laser 
Learning Awards, g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk by Friday 27 November 2020. Written 
covering statements of enough detail and evidence are required, which specifically support 
why the student has been nominated for the relevant prize. 
 
Judging will take place via a virtual panel process between 7 December 2020 and 15 
January 2021.  
 
Regional and national promotion of the prize winners can take place after the processing of 
the judges’ results. 
 
Winners will be announced week commencing 25 January 2021. 
 
LASER will review options for a presentation event and liaise with AVAs in due course. 
 
Please note all participating AVAs will be invoiced for their contribution towards the scheme 
in 2 parts: 
 
Invoice 1: Autumn 2020: £200 (prize pot to be divided among winners and runners-up in 

each category) 
 
Invoice 2: Spring 2021: TBC - Following event, costs accrued for refreshments, winners’ 

expenses, postage, and any other related expenditure will be divided equally 
across all participating AVAs (this cost is generally approx. £150 per AVA). 

 
Further details of the processes are outlined on the following pages. 
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2.  Prize Categories 
 
2.1 Outstanding Academic Achievement: 

 
Students proposed in this category should have excelled in their academic study by 
producing assessed work of a consistently outstanding quality whilst on their Access courses.  
 
Supporting Statement 
 
For ‘Outstanding academic achievement’ the statement should contain enough 
commentary and detail about the range and type of work submitted by the student and their 
performance. Where possible this could include statements made by tutors in their feedback 
on the work.  

 
Supporting evidence  

 
For ‘Outstanding academic achievement’ it is expected that close reference is made to one or 
more (up to a maximum of three) pieces of assessed work in the supporting statement and 
that a copy of that work be submitted in an electronic format. Scanned copies of hand written 
work or of word-processed work with handwritten tutor comments are required. No paper 
copies will be accepted.  
 
PLEASE NOTE– all work submitted should be anonymised – the filename should include 
the AVA name and/or student name for matching documents to nominations but submitted 
work must have all identifying marks removed, including logos, student, tutor, provider and 
AVA names, etc. All nominations and pieces of work are anonymised for the judging process 
and if there are logos and/or other identifying marks remaining on feedback sheets, 
assignment briefs, etc, these may be excluded from the information supplied to the judges. 
Word documents of original student work and tutor feedback can be submitted. 

 
Examples of work submitted as evidence might include copies of essays, projects, research, 
reports, artefacts produced by the student as recorded in photographs, video clips etc, 
recordings of student performance, personal writing (poems, stories, other texts). 
 
 
Nominations for 2020 - In this exceptional year, it is appreciated that providing student 
work may be challenging. If this is not available to be submitted with the nomination, 
please include a full and detailed supporting statement from the nominator. 
 
 
2.2 Outstanding Commitment to Study: 

 
Students in this category should have shown evidence of some or all the following: 
 

• outstanding commitment to their Access studies, perhaps in the face of difficult and 
challenging personal circumstances,  

• having made an inspirational journey which demonstrates the life transforming power 
of learning, 

• individual achievement beyond standard expectations, 

• clear evidence of extra effort above and beyond that which would normally be 
required of a student.  

 
Supporting Statement 
 
The statement should be a detailed explanation of how the nominee meets the criteria in 2.2 
above. It should give an indication of the types of barriers that the student overcame. It would 
also be helpful to identify any skills that the student displayed in pursuing his/her studies. 
Whilst the privacy of the student should be respected, it will help the panel of judges to 
assess the nomination, if some detail regarding the challenges facing the student and the way 



 

in which they met these challenges, is provided. For nominations in this category to be taken 
forward there must be a Personal Statement from the student themselves included with the 
nomination. 
 
 
 
 
3. Submitting the nominations 
 
Nominations must only be submitted by AVAs and will not be accepted directly from 
providers. Each nomination should be submitted on the correct form (templates below) and 
be emailed to g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk on or before the closing date, please use the 
subject line KF PRIZE NOMINATION for the email. 
 
Please ensure that all supporting documents are in a standard readable format using Word, 
PDF, JPEG or other standard format which could be opened on PC or Mac.  
 
The closing date for nominations is Friday 27 November 2020 at 5.00pm. 
 
 
4. The judging process 
 
Each participating AVA is asked to provide a judge preferably drawn from one of their 
committees (such as an Access or Quality Committee, or Board of Trustees). Alternatively, an 
AVA can nominate another judge at their discretion who meets the criteria as detailed below. 
 
Please send the contact details by Monday 2 November 2020, including an email address, 
name, role in AVA, organisation employed by and job title (if applicable), to g.smith@laser-
awards.org.uk. Please ensure that the email clearly indicates that it is related to the Keith 
Fletcher Access Prize in the title.  
 
Criteria for judges 
 
Judges should:  
 

• have relevant and appropriate experience and understanding of the aims and 
objectives of the Access to HE Diploma 

 

• have no direct1 interest in the nominations made from their region 
 

• have access to the internet and be able to open the relevant files and participate in 
the online scoring. 
 

• Be available to participate in the judging online between 7 December 2020 and 15 
January 2021. 

 
An online scoring system and guidance will be circulated to judges. 
 
 
5. Publicity and award of prizes 
 
 
LASER will review options for a presentation event and liaise with AVAs in due course. 
 
Each participating AVA can use the winning nominee details as the basis for regional press 
releases and publicity, subject to consent from winners. 
 
 

 
1 Should not be related to a nominee or be employed at an institution at which any of the 
nominees were taught. 

mailto:g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk
mailto:g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk
mailto:g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. General Rules & Conditions 
 

▪ Only one student should be nominated for each category per AVA. 
 

▪ Nominations must be received on the nomination forms to ensure consistency for 
judging. 

 
▪ An individual student can only be nominated for one category. 

 
▪ The decisions of the panel of judges will be final. 

 
▪ Each AVA should have obtained prior permission of the nominee for using his/her 

details in any subsequent publicity relating to the prizes. 
 

▪ In each category there will be a winner and a runner up 
 

▪ The prize funds will be determined by dividing the contributions from each AVA 
(£200 per AVA) between the prize winners and runners up. The prize money will 
be spilt into two sections. The winners prize fund will consist of approximately 
60% of the overall prize fund and the runners up prize fund will consist of the 
remaining 40%. The winners will then each receive half of the winning funds and 
the runners up will receive half of the runners up funds each. The prizes will be 
paid as cash or cheques.   
 

▪ GDPR: LASER regards the lawful and correct treatment of personal information 
as very important to its successful operations, and to maintaining confidence 
between LASER and those with whom it carries out business. LASER will ensure 
it treats personal information lawfully and correctly. To this end LASER fully 
endorses and adheres to the Principles of the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR). Personal details of nominees will not be shared with third 
parties, all nominations are anonymised prior to judging and winners will be 
contacted prior to any publicity announcements. A copy of LASER’s Privacy 
Notice can be found here: https://www.laser-awards.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/LASER-Privacy-Notice.pdf  

 
 

7. Summary of timescales 
 

Event Date 

1. Details of regional judges to LASER 
 (g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk)    

 

Monday 2 November 2020 

2. Closing date for receipt of nominations and supporting 
statements/evidence  
 

Friday 27 November 2020 

3. Judging takes place  
 

7 December 2020 to  
15 January 2021 

4. Winners announced 
 

w/c 25 January 2021 

5. Prize Presentation Spring 2021 TBC 
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