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Qualifications in this category are used mostly for progression and have been characterised as being used 
for progression of learners but do not operate in the same way as General Qualifications and do not share 
the same characteristics. 

AIM would not always expect these qualifications to follow a typical academic year cycle, and they would 
not primarily taught alongside or instead of GCSEs or A-levels in a school or college. These are mainly 
smaller qualifications with lower total qualification time and learners are assessed when they are ready or 
on demand. There is no requirement for occupational competencies however there may be a requirement 
to show occupational proficiency. We would expect that these are used to progress to further  
study or employment. 

These qualifications are listed in this spreadsheet. 

What does being in  Category B  – mostly used for progression mean? 
The skills and knowledge are important for the learners in this group and priority should be on allowing 
learners to develop their skills, knowledge and behaviours. Learners who need alternative awarding 
arrangements will be eligible for this if they are unable to access the assessments (in person or remotely) 
however centres should be encouraging and attempting to provide assessment opportunities and feedback 
where viable. 

Centres should review the components they are offering and look at holistically assessing learners before 
deciding to request any alternative awarding arrangements. 

If centres have reviewed the holistic assessments that have taken place and still find that there are 
standards within a component that are insufficiently evidenced and an assessment cannot take place, a 
Teacher Assessed Grade (TAG) can be awarded following agreement from AIM. 

What is the minimum evidential requirement going to be? 
AIM would be expecting a range of supporting evidence to be available and that the mitigations requested 
will be minimal and clearly explained by the learner history, engagement and achievements in the 
programme they have been able to attend and action. 

There will be, in this situation, a minimum evidential threshold in place and any component being claimed 
for must have some evidence generated by the learner included.  This will be available on the COVID 
subject page once agreed. 

Adapted assessments that were offered under the EERF in Autumn 2020 may continue if required. 
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Results 
These qualifications are mostly claimed as and when they are completed by learners and AIM will continue 
to allow these to be verified in this way. However, centres should ensure that this is completed by the end 
of the 2020-21 academic year. 

As per usual, centres will be able to claim components periodically and bank completed activity now  
(non-TAGs). 

Centres will also be able to continue with further component claims in the next academic year, however at 
present these will not be eligible for TAGs therefore we would recommend that any assessments 
completed in this academic year are claimed during this period. 


