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Following the OFQUAL consultation on the extraordinary framework and plans for certificating learners impacted by 
the COVID-19 centre closures we can provide an update for all centres impacted.  

Our VTQ qualifications have been categorised into 3 areas. 

 Progression to FE/HE (ie have performance points) 

 Occupational Qualification (ie provide learner with a qualification demonstrating their competence) 

 Mixed Use (ie qualifications which can be used for a range of purposes) 

We are awaiting approval on these classifications at present. Once the groupings are approved by OFQUAL, we will be 
providing each centre with the details of the qualifications that are applicable. 

At this point, we can share the overall plans for moderating and certificating learners within each of these groups. 

You may have seen that OFQUAL has a consultation on the plans for certificating learners, this closes on 8 May 2020. 
We would strongly advise you to review these plans and feedback via the consultation. This will allow OFQUAL to 
provide you with further guidance and answer common queries and concerns. 

The plans laid out below are based on the VTQCOV framework in consultation. Therefore, specifics within them may 
change however we do not envisage the overall process to deviate from the plan. 

Every VTQ qualification that has current registrations on in 2020 has been reviewed and one of the 4 certification 
plans agreed for it.  

 

The certification plans are: 

1. Calculated Grade 
For qualifications which have been designated as calculated grades, we will be using the teacher predicted 
grade/achievement for the impacted units.  

Any learner who is due for an assessment on these qualifications during closure will be eligible have a calculated 
grade applied. This will be subject to there being supporting evidence from the centre and this will be moderated 
to establish if there is sufficient valid evidence to make a secure decision.  

This applies to learners who are completing in the summer of 2020 and those who are not due to complete until 
next year or later. The calculated grade will be applied to the specific unit (or specific criteria within units) which 
have not been able to be completed by learners due to the closure.  

We will have a limited time period where we will be processing these claims, therefore you must still submit for 
this if your learners are not due to certificate until a later period so that it is recorded and approved ready for 
when that certification takes place.   

Centres will be provided with further guidance for this to identify what evidence they could provide and how 
much evidence is required.  
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As soon as the qualification lists are approved, we will be able to guide centres with how we expect them to apply 
for calculated grades. 

This will apply to both examined and non-examined units within qualifications. 

2. Adapted Assessment 

For qualifications which have been designated as adapted assessment, there will be specific adaptions to specific 
assessment criteria, and these will be mandated by AIM. This adaption will be the minimum accepted level. An 
example of an adapted assessment might be to accept fewer observations of competence or a change in 
assessment from a workplace observation to a simulation.  

Learners who are registered on programmes within specific dates (this will vary for each qualification) will be 
eligible for utilising adapted assessment. The adapted assessment will need to be evidenced as will the remaining 
assessment for the programme and this will be subject to the usual moderation plan to establish if there is 
sufficient valid evidence to make a secure decision.  

Each qualification within this group will have specific guidance for the assessment and centres with active 
registrations will be provided with that information.  

As soon as the qualification lists are approved, we will be able to guide centres with how we expect them to apply 
for adapted assessment. 

A learner does not have to utilise the offer of adapted assessment if they have sufficient evidence to already 
complete the assessment. 

3. Delayed Assessment 

Some qualifications will not be able to be adapted or calculated. These are primarily ones where the qualification 
is showing competence of specific skills that would not be appropriate to simulate or would be unable to simulate.  

These qualifications will continue through the normal programme of assessment and moderation but at a later 
point. We will work with centres impacted by this to support the delayed assessment practice and constraints. 

As with adapted assessment, a learner does not have to utilise the offer of a delayed assessment if they have 
sufficient evidence to already complete the assessment.  

4. No change required 
Qualifications where we have deemed there to be no change required will continue as per usual. These 
qualifications are ones where we have identified that there are no learners on programme who would be 
impacted.  

It should be noted that a centre may refuse the mitigations offered and provide a full completed programme for 
moderation and certification. We may also be able to move learners on a qualification from 1 down to 4 through 
the assessment plans but not up from 4 to 1. For example: a centre may refuse calculated grades because they 
wish to delay but they would not be able to refuse a delay and be awarded a calculated grade.  
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The above will be applied to centres who usually have an EV interaction to allow certification and those who have 
direct claims for the programmes. It will also be applying to those offering capital-E programmes.  

 

What next? 

We will shortly be providing you with a list of possible evidence you may have and ask you to identify what you do 
have access to, this is to help you establish your position and identify your own areas of weakness which need further 
evidence before it gets to moderation. 

We will be asking you to identify what evidence you currently have or potentially will have available to support your 
assessment. You should also look holistically at your overall programme to identify any activities in class or within 
other units which will provide evidence of achievement. Now is a great time to bring this together and be looking at 
witness statements to support this.  

In order to ensure that all claims are offered the mitigation they are entitled to, we will be asking every centre to 
submit eRACs along with an evidence checklist to identify what mitigation is required. Every claim will be reviewed by 
the special consideration panel and from there will be directed to the most appropriate moderation route. This will 
include qualifications/centres with direct claims status. 

We are awaiting an update on the eRACs, this will allow the claim to be identified as calculated on the eRAC. Once this 
is updated, we will be asking every centre to regenerate their eRACS on the portal to ensure they have the most up to 
date version. Please watch out for this message, you will also receive an evidence checklist at this point. 

In order to fully implement this and ensure no claims are put through without approval, all certification processing is 
on hold until the claim has been approved by us at AIM, this includes direct claims verifier claims. If you need this 
claim approving as it is not impacted, please ensure that the evidence check list is included with your eRAC so as not 
to delay your claim. 

 


